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NEWS RELEASE
WHEELCHAIRS NO BARRIER TO DANCING WHEELS ARTISTS
WHO WILL PERFORM IN CONCERT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio- To express oneself through dance has very little to do with the use
of one's feet, according to the philosophy of the Dancing Wheels professional modern dance
company of Cleveland. The integrated company of nine artists with and without disabilities
includes four dancers in wheelchairs.
Dancing Wheels will perform in concert at 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, in the Kennedy
Union Boll Theatre at the University of Dayton. Tickets are $12 and available by calling the UD
box office at (937) 229-2545.
The performance is part of UD's 2000-2001 Arts Series, and is being held in conjunction
with the University's Disabilities Awareness Week program to be presented Jan. 29 through Feb.
2 on campus. From singers and dancers with disabilities to panel discussions and faculty
exchanges, the activities are designed to raise public awareness and understanding of people
with disabilities and the contributions they make to the communities in which they live and
serve.
During a recent telephone interview from his office at Dancing Wheels, resident
choreographer Sabatino Verlezza recalled an article he'd read the day before in the New York

Times.
"Scientists have recently determined that the need to express oneself in sound and music
is not only indigenous to humans," he summarized. "It seems that all animals have a primal
need to communicate, to express themselves and connect with others, either through sound or
through movement.
"If you don't even have to be human to dance, it certainly doesn't matter how many

limbs you have."
Established in 1980 by founding director and principal dancer Mary Verdi-Fletcher,
Dancing Wheels is recognized in the professional dance world as a pioneer in integrated dance.
The company presents more than 120 performances annually in the United States and offers
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educational outreach workshops and performances around the world. Recent accolades include
the 1998 Ohio Governor's Award for Outstanding Outreach and the 1997 National
Rehabilitation Achievement Award.
Dancing Wheels' repertoire is diversified, much in keeping with its philosophy of
inclusion, said Verlezza, who joined the company in 1994 as artistic co-director and
choreographer. Most numbers are choreographed for interaction between "wheelers" and
"stand-up" dancers, and performances are designed to be musically, artistically and technically
diverse.
"We're very much into diversity," Verlezza said. "There is dance in all of us, but we
don't all dance the same way. You can use your legs or not use your legs. You can dance with
your arms or you can even dance in your head. The spirit of dance is inside you."
The UD concert will include a piece featuring Dancing Wheels artists and students in the
University's music therapy program. Verlezza arrived at UD Jan. 11 to choreograph the dance
with students during a three-week residency on campus.
The concert will also feature:
•

"Koto Vivaldi" - Featuring music from "Four Seasons" played on a koto, a traditional
Japanese instrument, to create a blend of "Western baroque sound in Asian fashion."

•

"Egress"- A duet for a stand-up dancer and wheeler who will not use a wheelchair.
With music from Mike Oldfield ("Tubular Bells") mixed with Beethoven's "Moonlight"
sonata, the dance will explore the nature of exile.

•

"Chicken Lips"- An audience-interactive dance to Bruce Springsteen's folk ballad
"Chicken Lips and Lizard Hips."

•

"Tobiroppo"- Performed in the Japanese Kabuki-style to new dance music by Elliot
Sokolov.

•

"1420 MHz"- With music by Roger Reid, composed in the early 1980s and one of the
first pieces of music generated by computer.
The concert will close with dance choreographed to two ballads, a traditional Scottish

ballad recorded by actress Meryl Streep and "Golden Slumbers" by John Lennon and Paul
McCartney and recorded by Jackson Browne and Jennifer Warnes.
-30For media interviews, call Barbra Lupp, Arts Series manager, at (937) 229-2787 and Lisa
Rhine, director of the office for students with disabilities, at (937) 229-3684. Sabatino
Verlezza will be conducting a dance residency at the University of Dayton and available on
campus through Feb. 1 by calling the media relations office at (937) 229-3241.

